
Roman Religion



Roman Equivalents

• Absorbed many 

religions

• Most 

influential was 
the Greeks
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The Big Three

• The Big 

three for 

Greece: 

Zeus, 

Poseidon, 

Hades

• The Big 

Three for 

Rome: 

Jupiter, 

Juno, 
Minerva

• Janus was 

significant 

because of 

the attack 

of the 

Gauls

• A goose sat 

on the 

temple of 

Janus and 

alerted the 

Romans of 

all sneak 
attacks



Early Beginnings…

• Romans believed in 

primordial gods

• Very, very powerful

• Romulus and Remus  
founded the city



Early Beginnings…

• Aeneaus was a hero 

of the Trojan War

• Settled in Italy

• Had son Amulius

• Amulius married 
Rhea Silvia



Early Beginnings…

• Rhea Silvia was 

Vestial virgin and 

was raped by the 

god Mars

• Numitor sent the 

twins to die

• Mars sent a wolf to 

raise and protect 
the twins



Roman Worship

• Relationship between 

Romans and gods 

was not behavioral 

• Needed to follow 

proper ritual and 

tribute

• Sacrifices small to 
large



Roman Worship

• Prayers were to 

honor, but also like 

a contract

• If a Roman would 

pray for something 

and it came true, 

they must follow up 
with their promise



Roman Worship

• Disobeying the gods 

was not just a ‘sin,’ 

but in some cases 

against the law

• Religion was 

intertwined with the 

government

• 2 types of priest: 

Auguries and College 
Pontification 


