
The Fall of the Aztecs



What are some 
difficult decisions that 
you have made, or you 
will have to make????



Â Hernando Cortez 
craved adventure and 
riches

Â Cortez attracted men 
like him; cruel, 
vicious, and violent

Â In Europe they were 
criminals, in the 
Americas they were 
Masters of the 
Universe



ÂSpain all well as other countries 
encouraged expedition to any and all that 
wanted.

ÂThis was called the royal fifth



Â Cortez was a criminal at heart.  He had no 
intention of giving Spain the 1/5 he would owe

Â Before leaving from Cuba, the government found 
out that he was going to and tried to arrest him.

Â Cortez caught wind and left that night, leaving 
half his crew drunk and all over Cuba.



The Prophecy

Â One of the Aztec gods, 
Quetzalcoatl was to 
return to the Aztec 
people

Â Aztecs feared their 
gods.



The ProphecyÂ There were specific 
characteristics of 
Quetzalcoatl and of 
his return

Â Return from east
Â Light skinned
Â Hair of fire
Â Language of the gods
Â Gods with him
Â God-like materials



Cortez was:Â European
Â Wore a beard
Â Red Head
Â Spoke Spanish
Â Horse
Â Huge ships, armor, 

guns, iron, etc.
ÂArrived on Qõs feast 

day and the year of 
the serpent



The Conflict

ÂCortez ate up the idea of being a god.  He 
was given anything he wanted, and learned 
what he needed on the way

ÂAll the way to the capital, there were 
reports of his physical similarities, and his 
behavioral differences


